
“What’s one easy thing we can do to fix our church?” 

She was very serious, and wanted me to give her the answer, the key, the magic, 

the hocus pocus. She wanted to know, because she cared about her church. 

  My answer was crisp and clean. “There isn’t one easy thing.” 

  I could see the look on her face; it was a combination of disappointment as well 

as acknowledgement that she knew I was right. 

 

  There are a whole series of things that can be done, that must be done, and they 

all fall under one common theme. The local church has a bright future if it is inten-

tionally externally focused. What do I mean by that? 

  An externally focused church spends time around these questions: 

• What do our neighbors think about us? 

• What are the barriers we are putting up when people come to our church? 

• How can we behave like the Christians we know Jesus longs for? 

• How can we show the people in the five block (or half mile) radius that we real-

ly truly care about their well being? 

• What could we learn if we interviewed a local school principal? 

• Which is more important to us? Preserving our legacy or impacting our commu-

nity? 

  These are the kinds of questions that externally focused churches spend time dis-

cussing, debating and acting upon. These are the focal points of church council 

meetings. This is what pastors are discussing with their leadership teams. 

  If your church is internally focused, candidly, “you’re toast.” It’s all over. Why? Be-

cause people are leaving internally focused churches. 

  They are tired of silly debates about whether or not color of the napkins should 

match for coffee hour. They don’t want to fight about whether the prelude should 

come before or after the announcements, whether or not the pastor’s children 

make too much noise. They are leaving silly budget fights. There is no future for 

churches like that. I’m sorry but it’s true. The club model of church life is over. 

 

  My 2014 report to the synod could wander down the typical pattern of numbers, 

budgets, and buildings. I could wax poetically about relationships, partnerships and 

cruise ships. But, “Frankly, Charlotte, I don’t give a damn.” In my view, I’m not con-

vinced Jesus does either. We’ve got a hurting world all around us: domestic vio-

lence, poverty, war, lonely people, suicide, drug and alcohol abuse, housing crisis. 

[continued on Page 4] 
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Please consider giving of your time and talents to keep LCF operating smoothly on Sunday 

Mornings. We will be happy to train you for any of the responsibilities of Volunteers in    

Ministry.  For more information, please contact Pastor Leslie (pastorleslie@lcfworships.org) 

 

Sign Up in the Narthex! 

Upcoming Events 

We Need Volunteers! Faith Brewin’ 

For those who have 
not been able to attend  
yet, don’t fret, we are 

going to take the 
summer off, but will 
be back in the fall! 

We’ll resume in the 
fall, but moving from 
the Tuesday evenings 
to the 3rd Thursday.  
Our next gathering 
will be September 
18th @ 7:30pm! 

We hope to see you 
then, meanwhile have 

a nice summer! 

 

Shop With Scrip 

This month we 
resume the regular 
2nd Sunday order.  

Grab early gift cards 
for the Holidays as  

well as weekly 
grocery, gas and 
pharmacy needs!  
Please give your 
orders to Bonnie 
Gouveia or order 

online! 

www.shopwithscrip.com  

#EC42D53D26462  

7/2 Living Well-Mental Health (3:00pm) 

7/6 Outdoor Chapel Worship 

   9:30 AM Worship Service 

7/6 A Special Grace @  Epiphany 

   Episcopal, Walpole, MA (3:00pm) 

7/8 Church Council Mtg. (7:00pm) 

7/9-14 Pastor Leslie away for Cont. Ed.   

7/13 Sunday Worship w/ Guest Minister 

Rev. Jerry Janisco 

   9:30 AM Worship Service w/ 

 Continental Breakfast 

  Salvation Army Food Donations! 

  Monthly Scrip Order! 

 

 

7/15 Worship & Music Comm. (6:30pm) 

7/16 Living Well-Mental Health (3:00pm) 

7/18 Salvation Army Miracle Kitchen 

7/20 Sunday Worship 

   9:30 AM Worship Service 

7/20 Rejoicing Spirits @ Peace (4:00pm) 

7/26 Youth Car Wash (9:00am-2:00pm) 

7/27 Sunday Worship 

   9:30 AM Worship Service 

8/3 Outdoor Chapel Worship 

   9:30 AM Worship Service 

 

Worship with Holy Communion ~ Sundays 9:30am 

Faith Formation ~ Sundays 10:45am (Rally Day, Sept 14) 

Bible Study ~ Tuesdays 12:15pm (Wednesday on hiatus for summer) 

Katie’s Quilters ~ Wednesdays 9:30am - 12:15pm 

http://www.lcfworships.org/calendar 

All Committee Meetings are open to anyone who is interested in partnering in the 

ministry!  You can sign up in the Narthex to be added to any committee E-mail list. 

If you have a pastoral emergency while Pastor Leslie is away (7/9-14), please 

contact The Rev. Mark Petersen, Pastor at Christ the King, Holliston. 

Church: 508-429-5705; Cell: 612-801-9748 
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Food Collection 

The Second Sunday 
of each month 
donated food is 

collected! 
 

Donated food is used 
for Salvation Army 
food pantry as well 
as special requests. 

 
Please don’t forget 

those in need! 

23rd Psalm 

Bracelets 

Bracelets continue to 
be available at 

$25.00 each or 5 for 
$100.00. 

If you would like to 
purchase bracelets 

contact: 

Darlene Colonna   
508-877-2090 

dcolonna@rcn.com 

  Thank you to everyone who donated and helped to make our Plant-a-Seed event a suc-

cess.  Also thank you to Dave Newman for preparing along the northern edge of the parking 

lot and Darlene Colonna for helping the youth plant along the southern edge. 

  Now that we have begun to improve our curb appeal we need to protect our investment.  If 

you are able to help by watering the plantings please let me know.  There are four areas 

that need watering.  Also to help save on watering and to help cut down on weeds I would 

like to spread some more mulch around our flower beds.  If you would like to donate some 

mulch or money towards mulch please let me know.  Every little bit is appreciated. 

  My hope is that together we can make the exterior of our building as warm and inviting as 

our congregation. 

With gratitude, Barbara Miller 

Plant-a-Seed Sunday (More Help Needed!) 

OUR MILITARY 

Please keep 
Jeremy Power, 

Will Flatin 
and all of our 
service men 
and women 

in your prayers 
as they serve us 
and our country. 

  Making a come back this summer is the Sending Hymn Lotto!  This is when the congrega-

tion gets to pick the Sending Hymn on the spot by filling out a slip listing (one of) their favor-

ite hymns and turning it in to the ushers during the offering.  Right before we sing, our or-

ganist extraordinaire, Cyndy Page, will announce which slip has been chosen at random to 

be our Sending Hymn for the day. 

  The basket is emptied every week, but a record is kept of all requests and the popularity is 

considered when choosing other Sunday hymns.  So crack open that ELW and find your old 

stand-by or a new favorite song to request for the Sending Hymn throughout the summer! 

Sending Hymn Lotto is back! 

  Join us in the Outdoor Chapel the first Sunday of each Month (July 6th, August 3rd and 

September  7th) and Commune with God’s Creation.  Services start at the usual 9:30am 

and will include a Children’s Sermon. 

Outdoor Chapel, First Sunday of Each Month 

Teachers Wanted! 

  Thanks to our devoted Sunday School/Adult Forum leaders this 2013-2014 year: Barbara 

Miller, Ann Spinner, Bonnie Gouveia, Sara Pattison, Pastor Leslie, Cathy Molkenbur-

Newman and David Newman!  There are exciting changes being made in the curriculum this 

year which you can read in the Education Report for the Semi-Annual Voters Meeting.   

  The Education Committee is looking for teachers and assistants for the 2014-2015 Sunday 

School year. Do you want to help a child grow in their faith life? Do you want to learn more 

about the Bible? Do you have a sense of humor, patience and a friendly attitude? If so, you 

are just who we are looking for! If you are interested or have any questions please see   

Bonnie Gouveia; Education Chair or Pastor Leslie.  

SAVE THE DATE 
Christ the King, Holliston, 50th Anniversary 

Reunion Weekend; September 20-21; for all former Pastors, staff, families and friends 

Rededication Service; Sunday, December 7th 
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Youth Car Wash 

Saturday, July 26th (Weather Permitting) 

Saturday, August 23th (Weather Permitting) 

Time: 9:00am-2:00pm 

You can have your vehicle scrubbed clean 

for only $5:00. 90% of the funds raised will 

help send out youth to the 2015 ELCA     

National Youth Gathering in Detroit and vari-

ous other youth events.  The other 10% will 

be donated to LSSNE Good News Garage. 

Please sign up to help wash cars in the   

Narthex!  Questions: contact Pastor Leslie  

 

Hammo for Families 

Families with children up to 7th Grade 

$35/person (max $90/family) 

http://www.hammoconnect.com/ 

Framingham Vacation Bible School 

August 18-22, 2014 

St. Andrews Episcopal Church 

Time: 9:00am - Noon (extended care availa-

ble upon request until 5pm @ $10/hour ) 

Cost: $35/child (max $100/family) 

Theme: SonTreasure Island 

http://www.lcfworships.org/vbs 

Teen and Adult Volunteers Needed! 

 

Hammonasset (High School G8-12) 

September 5-7, 2014 

Theme: “Held” 

$35/person 

Registration deadline: Aug 17 

Sign-up in the Narthex ASAP! 

Youth Events 

We need to join God in the neighborhood, find others who are working on solving 

these problems, and get with it. 

  Our mission and our worship are connected, or they need to be. The table of 

God’s grace is connected to the table in your home, the table at the school cafete-

ria and the table at the local fire station. 

  I’ve spent nearly two years now visiting every single one of our congregations. 

Yup, by the time you walk in the doors of the synod assembly, I’ll have been to all 

the churches, plus all of our new mission starts, Camp Calumet, our seminary in 

Philadelphia, several hospitals and a few campus ministry sites. Here is the one 

key answer to all the questions: 

  “The church is the church only when it exists for others…not dominating, but help-

ing and serving. It tells people of every calling what it means to live for Christ, to 

exist for others.”  – Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

In Christ, 

Bishop James E. Hazelwood 

Bishop’s Report (continued from Page 1) 
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Are you planting a garden this summer? 

Why not plant an extra row or two and donate the produce? 

Many local food pantries (United Way Pearl Street Café, A Place to Turn, etc.) accept local 

produce.  If you need help figuring out where to donate your garden produce directly, 

please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Leslie. 

Plant a Row? 

• What are you up to this summer? 

• Have any exciting plans? 

• Looking for something to do? 

Why not invite Pastor Leslie to do your favorite activity, see a new site, watch your child’s 

sporting event, or share a meal?  She wants to get to spend time and get to know you/your 

family better!  Although she will not be able to make every event…you won’t know if you 

don’t ask! 

Synod Assembly Recap and Report 

  A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the people who have donated ELWs to LCF! 

Out of 125 that are now in the pews and with which we are worshiping, 75 have 

been donated. The dedication on June 8th was spectacular; thank you to all who 

participated in swapping out the LBWs for the ELWs! 

  If you'd still like to donate a copy (or a few copies), we would love to continue this 

program until all 125 copies have a dedication plaque inside the cover. You can 

either donate in honor of someone, in memory of someone, or to the Glory of God. 

There are still forms in the narthex for such donations (at $25/hymnal). You can 

also contact Pastor Leslie with any questions.  

ELW Donation/Adoption 

Notes and reflections from Pastor Leslie and the LCF voting members (Darlene Colonna 

and Ann Spinner):  

http://www.lcfworships.org/docs/2014%20NESA%20Report.pdf  

Official recap from the New England Synod website: 

http://www.nesynod.org/faithinaction/faithinaction/item/recap-the-2014-new-england-synod-

assembly  

Invite Pastor Leslie! 

Triennial Gathering “Of Many Generations” 
July 24-27th, 2014 
http://www.welcatg.org 

Fall New England Synod Gathering 
October 23-25th, 2014 
Calumet Lutheran Camp 

Women of Faith Meeting  
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Out of Our Abundance ... 
Time & Talents: 

⇒ Barbara Miller, Ann Spinner, Bonnie Gouveia, Sara Pattison, Pastor Leslie, Cathy 

Molkenbur-Newman and David Newman lead our Sunday School and Adult Forum. 

⇒ Volunteers set-up, grilled and cleaned up at the congregational cookout celebrating the 

close of Sunday School. 

⇒ Barbara Miller, Darlene Colonna and David Newman along with the youth who helped 

beautify the church during Plant-a-Seed Sunday. 

⇒ Heather Larson, Cathy Molkenbur-Newman and Pastor Leslie chaperoned the Youth 

Lock-In. 

⇒ Several High School youth painted and decorated the back storage area to use as a 

meeting space, during the Youth Lock-In. 

⇒ June Worship Servers: Madison C, Heather L, Joan L, Cynthia S, Will A, Madison A, 

Jim B, Bonnie G, David M, David N, Dana G, Shirley K, Robyn P, Edie B, Curt B, Doro-

thy G and others. 

⇒ Members volunteered to drive friends to church, Rejoicing Spirits and Living Well. 

⇒ Joyce Heinis created the Sunday Bulletins. 

⇒ Bonnie Gouveia, Heather Larson and Curt Blodgett use their talents to clean and main-

tain LCF. 

Treasures: 

⇒ Many members and friends generously donated for copies of ELW hymnals. 

⇒ Various people donated food items for the Congregational Cookout. 

⇒ Some generous donors gave seeds, bulbs and plants to help beautify the grounds. 

We do not do these things to be lauded for them, but in service to God. 

Get Connected! Stay Connected! 
Lutheran Church of Framingham 

• Website: http://www.LCFworships.org/ 

• Follow on Twitter: @LCFworships 

• Like on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/lcfworships 

• Google Plus: http://plus.google.com/+LutheranChurchofFramingham 

Pastor Leslie 

• Website: http://revlesliescanlon.wordpress.com/ 

• Follow on Twitter: @RevLeslieS 

• Friend on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pastorleslie.scanlon 


